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AY 5th, 1 9 1 1 ,
will always be a date to be

remembered in the annals of the Pan-

American Union, for then was pre-

sented to Mr. Andrew Carnegie, by the

Governing Board of the Pan-American Union,

the Pan-American medal which was unanimously

voted him by the official delegates of the twenty-

one American Republics attending the Fourth

International Conference of American States,

which was held at Buenos Aires, in July and

August of 1910. The resolution providing for

this gift was as follows :

—

"Resolution, August 4th, 1910.

" Tribute to Mr. Andrew Carnegie.

"The Fourth International American Con-

ference, assembled at Buenos Aires, resolves :
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“ First. The Fourth International Ameri-

can Conference declares that Mr. Andrew

Carnegie deserves the gratitude of the

American Republics.

“Second. The Union of the American

Republics, on behalf of the Governments

therein represented, shall have a gold medal

struck bearing these inscriptions in English :

On the obverse ‘ The American Republics to

Andrew Carnegie,’ and on the reverse

‘ Benefactor of Humanity.’

“ Third. That the medal referred to in

Article 2 hereof, together with a copy of this

resolution and of the documents thereto

relating, shall be presented to Mr. Andrew

Carnegie at a special session of the Govern-

ing Board of the Union.’’

In accordance with the instructions of this

resolution, the Governing Board appointed a

committee composed of the Ambassador of

Mexico, the Minister of Costa Rica, the Minister

of Venezuela, the Minister of Colombia, the

Minister of Ecuador, and the Director-General,

to complete arrangements for the making and

actual presentation of the medal.

After careful consideration of the different

designs presented, the one submitted by Mrs.
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Sally James Farnham, who executed the bronze

friezes in the Governing Board room of the Pan-

American building, was selected. The casting

and making were done by Tiffany & Co. The

medal measures 3^- inches in diameter, and 4 of

an inch in thickness. It weighs nearly a pound,

containing 270 pennyweights of gold, and is

22-carat fine. On one side it carries a portrait of

Mr. Carnegie with the words, “ Benefactor of

Humanity.” On the other, is the dignified figure

representing “ All America ” resting her left arm

on the section of the globe which shows the

Western Hemisphere and waving her right hand

towards the Pan-American building, while around

the border are the names of the twenty-one

American Republics presenting the medal.

In view of the fact that the awarding of this

medal to Mr. Carnegie by such a large group of

nations was an unprecedented event in history,

the Committee of the Governing Board invited

the President of the United States, the Secretary

of State of the United States, who is Chairman

ex-officio of the Governing Board, the Mexican

Ambassador, as well as Mr. Carnegie, to make
addresses on the occasion of the presentation.

The Rt. Rev. Mgr. William T. Russell, D.D., was

asked to deliver the invocation, and the Rev.
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Roland Cotton Smith, D.D., pronounced the

benediction.

The audience was one of the most notable that

has ever assembled in the beautiful Hall of the

Americas, numbering over 1,000, who filled every

chair and occupied all the available standing room.

Among those in attendance were members of the

diplomatic corps, supreme court judges, cabinet

officers, senators, congressmen, and other officials

and prominent representative men and women of

the national capital.

In a brief statement, Director-General John

Barrett opened the exercises and announced that,

following the invocation, Honorable Philander C.

Knox, Secretary of State of the United States,

would take charge of the meeting in his capacity

as Chairman of the Governing Board.

At 3.30 o’clock the Rt. Rev. Mgr. William T.

Russell, D.D., delivered the following invocation :

O Almighty and Eternal God, who reachest

from end to end mightily, and orderest all things

sweetly, whose reign is order, and whose rule is

Peace, grant, we humbly beseech Thee, that the

nations of America which are united to-day to

honour one who has been foremost in the counsels

of Peace, may learn to experience daily, more and

more, the reward of Thy gracious promise :
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“ Blessed are the Peace-makers, for they shall be

called the children of God.” Direct our steps

according to Thy word, and let no iniquity have

dominion over us.

We pray Thee, O God of might, wisdom, and

justice, through whom authority is rightly ad-

ministered, laws are enacted, and judgment

decreed, assist, with Thy Holy Spirit of counsel

and fortitude, the Presidents of these American

Republics, that their administration may be con-

ducted in righteousness, and be eminently useful

to the people over whom they preside by

encouraging due respect for virtue and religion,

by a faithful execution of the laws in justice and

mercy
;
and by restraining vice and immorality.

Let the light of Thy divine wisdom direct the

deliberations of their Congresses, and shine forth

in all the proceedings and laws framed for their

rule and government
;
so that they may tend to

the preservation of international Peace, the pro-

motion of happiness, the increase of industry,

sobriety and useful knowledge, and may perpetuate

to us all the blessings of equal liberty.

Hon. Philander C. Knox, Secretary of State of

the United States and Chairman ex-officio of the

Governing Board, then made the following

address :

—
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Mr. President, Ladies, and Gentlemen : Those

who have gone beneath the surface for the

purpose of understanding the events transpiring

in the Western Hemisphere in the last few years

and the forces by which they are directed

appreciate that the last conference of American

States held at Buenos Aires in the summer of

1910 was one of vast importance and significance.

It was the fourth of these conferences, and it

came at a period in the history of the Pan-

American movement when something more was

required to prolong its life than the enthusiasm

generated by eloquent words.

The delegates, representing the American

Republics, gathered at Buenos Aires, sat down in

the chamber of conference in a spirit of friendly

respect for each other as the representatives

of States of equal sovereignty and responsi-

bility, and gave their attention to those matters

of substantial concern through which the peoples

of their respective countries feel, in their daily

affairs, the effects, either good or bad, of the

rules which regulate intercourse between nations

by nature grouped for union, not political, but of

aim and of co-operative effort for the fullest

development, mutual benefit, and individual

welfare of the American Republics.
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The proceedings of the three earlier conferences,

while more academic, were of value in bringing

about the realisation of the fact that all our

countries could participate in debate and vote

without any one Republic’s fearing action which,

even by implication, involved a lack of recognition

of equal standing as a sovereign State.

The large advance made throughout the

Western Hemisphere within the past few years

in removing causes of irritation between different

countries, many of which were of long standing,

and in bringing about a just recognition of the

responsibility of sovereign power, enabled the

conference to undertake practical matters with-

out anyone’s raising a note of alarm, although

the departure from the academic was radical

and would have been impossible at former

conferences.

As Peace between nations is best promoted by

just rules regulating their reciprocal dealings, the

conference gave its attention to approved

procedure in actions connected with pecuniary

claims, acceptance and recommendation of uni-

formity in consular documents, protection of

patents and trade-marks, co-operation in sanitary

measures and education, and an outlining of

international conditions under which commercial
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communications and factors may be under the

control and regulation of the American States.

The atmosphere in which such real things as

these I have cited could be considered was just

the atmosphere to develop a realisation of the full

scope of the character and possibilities of the

organisation and the instrumentalities through

which it worked. Whereupon the Fourth Inter-

national Conference of American States resolved,

in order to acknowledge the dignity which it is

proper to recognise in an international institution

of such importance, that the name of the Bureau

of American Republics for which this structure

was built should be changed to Pan-American

Union, while the name of the organisation of

American countries which supported the Bureau

was changed to “ Union of American Republics.”

The organisation, therefore, housed in this

beautiful temple is now the Pan-American Union.

Those who conceived its dignified and beautiful

lines and ample proportions must have surveyed

with prophetic eye its expanding field of useful-

ness made possible by the closer associations and

better understandings between the countries it

represents.

The significance of this new atmosphere ex-

pressed by the adoption of the word “Union”
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presages fuller realisation of the unity of aim and

of effort wherein lies the greatest material and

political strength of the twenty-one Republics

whose heritage is so wonderful. It is even more

important that ours be a “Union” of magnani-

mous and lofty Pan-American public opinion,

doing justice and exacting justice, disdaining

ignoble suspicion, and putting to scorn inter-

national acts of unworthiness when found among

us.

The deep debt of gratitude entertained by the

American Republics toward Andrew Carnegie,

the American citizen in whose heart was found

the desire and in whose purse lay the ability to

be the donor of this building, found expression

in a direction that he be presented with a gold

medal upon which the American Republics were

to declare him to be the benefactor of humanity.

For that purpose I have now the honour of pre-

senting his Excellency the Mexican Ambassador.

His Excellency Sr. Don Manuel de Zamacona

6 Inclan, the Ambassador of Mexico, then

delivered the following address of presentation

:

Mr. President, Mr. Chairman, Your Excellen-

cies, Ladies and Gentlemen : As chairman of the

special committee appointed by the Board of the

Pan-American Union, and in accordance with the
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resolutions passed at the Fourth Pan-American

Conference, held last year at Buenos Aires, it is

my privilege, and I appreciate it very highly,

to address a few words to this distinguished

assembly on the presentation of a medal which

is a testimonial of gratitude from the American

Republics to the great apostle of Peace, Mr.

Andrew Carnegie.

Mr. Carnegie’s efforts to promote the welfare

of humanity are known throughout the world,

yet I hope I may be permitted to refer briefly

to some of the characteristics of this noble

work.

The “ Peace fund,” created by Mr. Carnegie

with unprecedented liberality, aims, as you are

all aware, at the suppression of war and at the

solution by rational means of all international

difficulties. This endowment, with ample re-

sources at its disposal, will undoubtedly facilitate

the study, propaganda, and action that may be

necessary in the furtherance of universal lawful-

ness. Repeating the words of a great statesman,

universal lawfulness, that is to say, the respect

of the rights of others, implies the attainment of

universal Peace and the realisation of the biblical

prophecy of happiness and prosperity, for the lion

shall lie down with the lamb, the swords shall be
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beaten into plowshares and the spears into

pruning hooks.

A “ Hero fund ” has also been created by the

same generous benefactor for the heroes that do

not kill, for the heroes that respect human rights

and human interests, for the true heroes that

alleviate human suffering in the civil and peaceful

walks of life. The “ Hero fund ” tends to exalt

altruism and self-sacrifice, without vainglory, and

to condemn that secular error that even to our

days persists in claiming that a hero should

always be clothed in the garb of war, thus sur-

rounding war, the greatest calamity that can

afflict the human race, with a misleading halo of

false prestige and glory.

Mr. Carnegie, not satisfied with these most

liberal endowments, and with others that he has

made and that are too numerous to mention in

my speech, has also donated the building where

we are now assembled, to serve as headquarters

of the Pan-American Union—the Peace Court

Building in Central America, and the sumptuous

Palace at the Hague, where war is being substi-

tuted, more and more every day, by the judicial

procedure of Internationa! Arbitration.

Long may these palatial structures stand as

monuments to the memory of their generous
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donor, and may the doctrine of Peace, for which

they have been created, radiate from them for the

happiness and welfare of mankind.

The cause of Peace prospers most rapidly. An
Arbitration Treaty has been signed at the City of

Mexico, and ratified by six Latin American Re-

publics; in the United States Peace and Arbitra-

tion are the favourite topics of daily discussion,

and these are evident indications of the general

aspirations for Peace prevailing throughout the

American continent.

It is only natural, therefore, that the Republics

of America respond with gratitude to the

generosity, and with enthusiasm to the high

ideals of the great apostle of Peace, Mr. Andrew

Carnegie.

By the unanimous vote of twenty-one nations,

represented at the Fourth Pan-American Con-

ference, held at Buenos Aires in 1910, this

expression of sympathy and gratitude is conveyed

in a medal which I have now the honour to

present, on behalf of the American Republics, to

Andrew Carnegie, Benefactor of Humanity.

In response to the presentation of the medal,

Mr. Carnegie said :

Mr. President, Chairman, Ambassadors and

Ministers of our Sister Republics and of other
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Nations, Ladies and Gentlemen : My entrance to

public service was upon the invitation of President

Harrison, through Secretary of State Blaine, the

originator of the first Pan-American Conference.

I was a member of that body, and sat for the

first time among representatives of other lands.

No wonder that it created an impression upon

me which has increased with the years. No
wonder that both head and heart have responded

to the great work of drawing together all the

Republics in bonds of Peace and goodwill.

I was sitting at my desk in the Highlands of

Scotland last autumn when a telegram was

handed to me, which I opened and read without

seeming quite to grasp the meaning of the words.

I was stunned. Was I dreaming ? “ Could such

things be and overcome us like a summer’s cloud

without our special wonder ? ” My hands went

to my forehead and I bent my head to the desk.

Slowly the truth developed and established itself,

and I began to realise what it all meant. The

telegram told me of the action of the Pan-

American Conference at Buenos Aires awarding

me this medal. Truly, my friends, I never before

felt so completely overwhelmed and crushed as it

dawned upon me that the honour which the con-

ference had voted to confer was without parallel

;
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160 millions of people, forming twenty-one

sovereign nations, bestowing upon poor me an

honour the like of which had never before been

bestowed upon a human being. Still ashamed

to stand up, I felt as if I should like to sink into

the ground, conscious that I could never have the

audacity to accept it, but as days passed, Hamlet’s

words came to me : “Treat the poor players not

after their deserts, but after your own honour and

dignity. The poorer their merits, the larger will

be your bounty.” I was indeed in the condition

of the poor players. The Republics had followed

Hamlet’s advice and treated me, not after my
deserts, but after their own honour and dignity,

and this thought resigned me to my fate. To-

day as I stand before you and receive this medal

of medals, which has no fellow, my first thoughts

again begin to crowd upon me and I am again

abashed. My friends, all I can promise you is

that, although I can never hope to feel that I have

deserved such honour, I shall try my best so

to live that your people who have thus exalted

me beyond my deserts will never have cause to

blush for any act of mine.

Mr. Chairman and Ambassadors of our sister

Republics, addressing you in this hall a year ago,

the President expressed how ardently our
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Republic longed for the reign of Peace between

the twenty-one sister Republics, stating :
“ We

twenty-one Republics cannot afford to have any

two or three of us quarrel.” Thus, the President’s

first invitation to establish the reign of Peace was

very properly made to you. Much has taken

place since then. He recently offered the olive

branch of Peace to any one strong nation, and it

was instantly accepted by the other branch of our

English-speaking race with such enthusiasm, not

by one, but by all parties, that to-day we have

every reason to believe war as a means of settling

disputes between the two branches of our race

will soon become a crime of the past. May I,

addressing through you your respective Govern-

ments, and returning thanks for the great honour

conferred upon me this day, accompany these

with the expression of the ardent wish of my
heart that prompt action should now be taken by

the twenty-one Republics to establish the reign

of Peace among ourselves by adopting our

President’s policy of submitting all disputes to

Arbitration. As the words spoken by me in the

first American Conference expressed this desire,

so my last words to you, gentlemen, representing

your respective countries, are the same. May the

sister Republics become sisters indeed, members,

\
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as it were, of one peaceful family, resolved to

allow no dispute, should such arise, to endanger

their peaceful relations. Perhaps, when the fore-

most and most successful apostle of Peace has

concluded his first compact of Peace, abolishing

war within the wide boundaries of our English-

speaking race, he will next turn again to our

sister Republics, begging them to draw closer to

each other, and by suitable treaties covering all

disputes render it impossible that our sisterly,

peaceful relations can ever again be disturbed.

My earnest prayer and hope is that my life

may be spared until I see us all participating

and rejoicing in each others’ prosperity, united

in the bonds of everlasting Peace and good-

will.

Mr. President, I cannot close without at least

attempting to express my deep sense of the great

honour conferred upon me and mine by your

august presence to-day.

President Taft then spoke as follows :

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Carnegie, Representatives of

the American Republics, Ladies and Gentlemen

:

I wish to express my full concurrence in the

strong words of the Secretary of State emphasising

the importance of the last meeting of the American

Republics at Buenos Aires, and in calling atten-
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tion to the future usefulness of the Union, there

made firmer, of all the Republics of this Hemi-

sphere. What can be built on that Union, and

what can be made out of it, no one can say
;
but

that it may be made the basis for the settlement

of all possible disputes between those Republics

everyone may properly hope.

We meet here to-day to take part in the cere-

mony of the presentation, by the Union of those

Republics, of the “ Pan-American Gold Medal ”

to the individual foremost in the world in his

energetic action for the promotion of Peace. We
are all glad to take part in it. The immediate

cause was the presentation to that Union of this

beautiful temple of Peace. Except for the fact

that he has been prominent for years in the general

Peace movement, it is possible that the Union

would not have thought that an expression so

notable as this should be made to show their

appreciation of his position in the world and his

advocacy of the prosperity and Peace of all

the Republics. Nevertheless, the erection of this

building is a most important step. It has a

typical significance that makes greatly for the bond

established between those Republics. No patriotic

American comes to Washington and walks under

the dome of the Capitol that he does not feel that
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in some way or other he is there standing close

to, and in the presence of, the United States as a

personality. And so I hope that no representa-

tive of any of the Republics comes into this

beautiful chamber and under this roof without

thinking of it as an expression of the bond that

binds those Republics. Hence it is that this

building and its erection and its donation by the

generosity of Andrew Carnegie are a proper

occasion for those Republics to express to him, as

an exponent of Peace the world over, their feeling

of gratitude for what he has done to make alive

that bond.

The exercises were brought to a close with the

benediction pronounced by Rev. Roland Cotton

Smith, D.D.

:

May God, who hath made of one equality all

nations of the world, establish law and justice

and peace upon the earth. May the blessing of

God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be

upon this brotherhood of nations now and for

evermore. Amen.

Before leaving Washington, Mr. Carnegie

surprised and delighted the members of the

Governing Board and the Director-General by

making the announcement, in the form of a letter

which he addressed to Senator Elihu Root, of
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New York, that he would give one hundred

thousand dollars ($100,000), in addition to the

amount already contributed by him for the

building, to be used in the improvement of its

grounds and giving it a proper setting.

This letter follows :

“ Dear Senator Root,— I learnt yesterday

from Mr. Barrett, Director-General of the

Pan-American Union, that the original plans

for the building included a scheme of land-

scape gardening and ornamental walls

surrounding it. To-day I cannot repress

the desire to send to the old account in your

name, which I hear is still open, one hundred

thousand dollars, which I am informed will

be ample to give the gem its proper setting,

which may be taken as evidence of my
grateful appreciation of the unique honour

conferred upon me this afternoon by the

twenty-one sister American Republics, which

I fondly trust are soon to be linked by

treaty in the bonds of everlasting inter-

national Peace, as our English-speaking

race is sure to be upon the invitation of our

Peace-loving President.

“ Our sister Republics need no repetition
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of his earnest desire, often expressed, that

war between the sisters should cease for

ever.

“ Sincerely yours for Peace,

“ANDREW CARNEGIE.”

The importance of this gift can be best appre-

ciated when it is borne in mind that the Pan-

American building is located on a plot of land

occupying five acres, or two and one-half hectares,

and is situated in a most commanding position at

the main entrance to Potomac Park, the most

accessible larger park of the Capital. Facing

this park on the south, and looking out over the

Potomac River, Arlington, and Fort Meyer, in a

southerly and westerly direction, and fronting

also the Presidential Park or White Lodge on

the east, and overlooking, as it were, the

Washington Monument, and having a vista of

the Mall, it has a position almost unique among

the public buildings of the District of Columbia.

It is, therefore, most fitting that everything pos-

sible should be done, consistent with artistic

effect, to give this Temple of Peace, Commerce

and Friendship a proper setting and environment.

In the original designs made by the architects, a
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plan for the grounds was carefully worked out in

detail, but they were not included in the contract

for the construction of the building, as it was

deemed best by the Governing Board to devote

all the funds available towards the actual con-

struction and completion of the building itself.
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